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PRESS NOTE 
 

THE ITALIAN COAST GUARD ADDS AN ATR42 MARITIME PATROL TO ITS FLEET 
 

• Based on the ATR42-600 commercial aircraft, the ATR42 MP represents the latest 

evolution of the maritime patrol aircraft family 

 

• This version is equipped with the most advanced surveillance and communication 

systems integrated by Leonardo 

 
 

Rome, 08/11/2024 – Leonardo has signed a contract with the General Command of the Port Authorities - 
Coast Guard for the supply of an ATR42-600 Maritime Patrol (MP) aircraft. The acquisition forms part of the 
General Command’s plan for renewal of its fleet of aircraft, which already includes three MPs based on the 
ATR 42-400 and the ATR 42-500.  
 
The ATR 42 MP, developed and produced on the basis of the ATR 42-600 turboprop regional aircraft 
platform, is an aircraft perfectly expressing Leonardo's capabilities in terms of both platform and systems. 
The aircraft is equipped with multi-domain sensors and state-of-the-art research and communication 
systems, and is capable of transmitting and receiving information in real time, thereby optimising operations 
along the entire chain of command.  
 
The ATR42 MP will be integrated into the Corps' aeronautical fleet to fulfil the multiple roles assigned to the 
Coast Guard, including maritime patrolling all along Italy’s coastline and in international waters, carried out 
with the aid of the advanced technological equipment integrated into its fixed and rotary wing aircraft. 
 
Already in service with versions specially designed for other Italian government operators, the aircraft is 
equipped with Leonardo’s ATOS (Airborne Tactical Observation and Surveillance) modular mission system. 

ATOS manages the vast spectrum of aircraft sensors, combining the information received in a 
comprehensive tactical situation and presenting the results to operators in the most appropriate format to 
offer an excellent and constantly updated scenario of the situation, also in complex operations.  
 
The aircraft integrates the reliability, maintainability, low life cycle cost and comfort of the ATR 42-600 from 
which it derives, while offering the crew a level of ergonomics that increases its efficiency and effectiveness 
during maritime patrol, search and identification, and SAR (search and rescue) missions, in the fight against 
drug trafficking, piracy and smuggling, and in the protection of territorial waters: missions that typically last 
more than 8 hours. 

 
 

 

 
Leonardo is an international industrial group, among the main global companies in Aerospace, Defence, and Security (AD&S). With 53,000 employees worldwide, 
the company approaches global security through the Helicopters, Electronics, Aircraft, Cyber & Security and Space sectors, and is a partner on the most important 
international programmes, within these sectors, such as Eurofighter, NH-90, FREMM, GCAP, and Eurodrone. Leonardo has significant production capabilities in 
Italy, the UK, Poland, and the USA. Leonardo utilises its subsidiaries, joint ventures, and shareholdings, which include Leonardo DRS (72.3%), MBDA (25%), 
ATR (50% ), Hensoldt (22.8%), Telespazio (67%), Thales Alenia Space (33%), and Avio (29.6%). Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), in 2023 Leonardo 
recorded new orders for €17.9 billion, with an order book of €39.5 billion and consolidated revenues of €15.3 billion. Included in the MIB ESG index, the company 
has also been part of the Dow Jones Sustainability Indices (DJSI) since 2010. 
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