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PRESS NOTE 

 

TOHO AIR SIGNS FOR AN ADDITIONAL AW139 HELICOPTER TO ENHANCE SHUTTLE SERVICE 
IN JAPAN  
 
Rome, 16/10/2024 – At Japan Aerospace (Tokyo, 16-18 October) Toho Air Service, Co., Ltd.,  Mitsui Bussan 
Aerospace, Co., Ltd. and Leonardo signed a contract for the supply of an additional Leonardo AW139 
intermediate twin engine helicopter for Tokyo-Ai land shuttle services. The aircraft is expected to be delivered 
in 2025.   
 
Toho Air, headquartered in Tokyo and with over 60 years of experience, operates commuter helicopter 
service linking together the six major Izu islands. The AW139 will deliver greater capabilities in terms of 
navigation, cabin space and comfort, safety standards, sustainability and maintenance approach enhancing 
the level of service provided to Toho Air’s customers.  
 
The signing took place as Leonardo and Mitsui Bussan Aerospace celebrate 20 years of successful 
collaboration in the Japanese helicopter market. The first major step towards growing success of this 
collaboration was achieved with the introduction of the AW139 in Japan, which rapidly became not only one 
of the most popular models in this country, but also a true icon across the globe as a bestseller and the most 
important helicopter programme in the entire rotorcraft industry over the last 20 years.  
 
With over 1400 units on order, more than 1200 aircraft already in service and over 4 million flight hours 
logged to date with more than 300 operators worldwide in over 90 countries, the AW139 has demonstrated 
its ability to meet all requirements in every market application. AW139s are used by a number of operators 
in Japan for a wide range of roles including passenger transport, law enforcement, search and rescue, 
medevac, disaster relief, firefighting and electronic newsgathering. 
  
 

 

 

 
Leonardo is an international industrial group, among the main global companies in Aerospace, Defence, and Security (AD&S). With 53,000 employees worldwide, 
the company approaches global security through the Helicopters, Electronics, Aircraft, Cyber & Security and Space sectors, and is a partner on the most important 
international programmes, within these sectors, such as Eurofighter, NH-90, FREMM, GCAP, and Eurodrone. Leonardo has significant production capabilities in 
Italy, the UK, Poland, and the USA. Leonardo utilises its subsidiaries, joint ventures, and shareholdings, which include Leonardo DRS (72.3%), MBDA (25%), 
ATR (50% ), Hensoldt (22.8%), Telespazio (67%), Thales Alenia Space (33%), and Avio (29.6%). Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), in 2023 Leonardo 
recorded new orders for €17.9 billion, with an order book of €39.5 billion and consolidated revenues of €15.3 billion. ncluded in the MIB ESG index, the company 
has also been part of the Dow Jones Sustainability Indices (DJSI) since 2010. 
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