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PRESS NOTE 

 
 

GLOBAL COMBAT AIR PROGRAMME PARTNERS UNVEIL NEW CONCEPT MODEL OF NEXT 
GENERATION COMBAT AIRCRAFT 
 

Farnborough, 22/07/2024 – The three nations of the Global Combat Air Programme (GCAP) – UK, Italy, 
and Japan – have unveiled a new concept model of their next generation combat aircraft at Farnborough 
International Airshow. 
 
Exhibiting at the show together for the first time, the three GCAP government partners and their lead industry 
partners BAE Systems (UK), Leonardo (Italy) and Mitsubishi Heavy Industries (Japan) will showcase the 
significant strides they are making to progress the delivery of a next generation combat aircraft. 
The new concept model on display in Hall 5 features a much more evolved design with a wingspan larger 
than previous concepts to improve the aerodynamics of the future combat aircraft.  
 
Engineers from across BAE Systems, Leonardo and Mitsubishi Heavy Industries are working together under 
a collaboration agreement on the design and development of the future combat aircraft using a range of 
innovative digital tools and techniques, including computer based modelling and virtual reality to evolve the 
aircraft’s design during its concepting phase. 
 
Guglielmo Maviglia, Chief Global Combat Air Programme Officer, Leonardo, said: 
“The pace of the programme is extraordinary, building on a solid foundation and industrial legacy in each 
country and government-led partnership. Since the treaty was signed in December 2023, the programme 
has seen strong commitment from each partner. Each brings different, but complementary, qualities and 
requirements. We are now working closely together to exchange knowledge, address common challenges 
and achieve common goals. The programme is immensely important for Italy, for Leonardo, including our 
UK-based business, and for wider Italian industry. GCAP represents the future of combat air in a System of 
Systems perspective for our generations to come.” 
 
Herman Claesen, Managing Director, Future Combat Air Systems, BAE Systems, said:  
“In the 18 months since the launch of the Global Combat Air Programme, we’ve been working closely with 
our industrial partners in Italy and Japan under the collaboration agreement, and also with the three 
governments, to understand and align requirements for a next generation combat aircraft.  
 
“The new model, unveiled at Farnborough International Airshow, shows notable progress in the design and 
concepting of this future fighter jet. We’ll continue to test and evolve the design, as we move closer towards 
the next phase of the programme.” 
 
Hitoshi Shiraishi, Senior Fellow, GCAP, Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Ltd, said: 
“MHI considers any project to be a valuable opportunity to deepen our knowledge. In particular, since GCAP 
is a three-country joint development programme between Japan, UK and Italy, we expect to obtain better 
results and deeper knowledge than ever before by combining the different cultures, experiences and 
knowledge of the three industries involved. 
 
“I also hope that this GCAP programme, with the broad participation of Japan’s defence companies, will 
foster innovation in the country’s industrial sector such as digital transformation, as well as the development 
of human resources in the field of science and technology.” 
 
The combat aircraft, set to be in service in 2035, will be one of the world’s most advanced, interoperable, 
adaptable and connected fighter jets in service, boasting an intelligent weapons system, a software-driven 
interactive cockpit, integrated sensors and a powerful next generation radar capable of providing 10,000 
times more data than current systems, giving it a battle-winning advantage.  
 
GCAP is a strategically important partnership, bringing together the governments of the UK, Italy and Japan, 
and their respective industries, to collaborate on shared military and industrial objectives in the delivery of a 
next generation combat air capability. 
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The programme is hugely significant for the security, political and economic prosperity of each nation and 
through effective knowledge and technology transfer will help to evolve and deliver important sovereign 
combat air capability in each nation, for generations to come. 
 
GCAP is set to employ tens of thousands of skilled people across the UK, Italy and Japan, growing industrial 
skills and technologies for the future. 
 
 
Notes to editors 

• The next generation combat aircraft being developed by GCAP will be known as Tempest in the 
UK. 

• The industrial leaders (Lead Systems Integrators) on the GCAP are BAE Systems (UK), Leonardo 
(Italy) and Mitsubishi Heavy Industries (Japan). 

• The Lead Sub-System Integrators on the programme are: Avio Aero (Italy), ELT Group (Italy), IHI 
(Japan), Leonardo (Italy and UK), MBDA (Italy and UK), Mitsubishi Electric (Japan) and Rolls-
Royce (UK). 

 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Leonardo 
leonardopressoffice@leonardo.com 
T: +39 0632473313  
 
BAE Systems 
Charlotte Eccles 
T: +44 (0) 3300 465481 
M: +44 (0) 7717 732847 
E: charlotte.eccles@baesystems.com  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Leonardo is an international industrial group, among the main global companies in Aerospace, Defence, and Security (AD&S). With 53,000 employees worldwide, 
the company approaches global security through the Helicopters, Electronics, Aircraft, Cyber & Security and Space sectors, and is a partner on the most important 
international programmes, within these sectors, such as Eurofighter, NH-90, FREMM, GCAP, and Eurodrone. Leonardo has significant production capabilities in 
Italy, the UK, Poland, and the USA. Leonardo utilises its subsidiaries, joint ventures, and shareholdings, which include Leonardo DRS (72.3%), MBDA (25%), 
ATR (50% ), Hensoldt (22.8%), Telespazio (67%), Thales Alenia Space (33%), and Avio (29.6%). Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), in 2023 Leonardo 
recorded new orders for €17.9 billion, with an order book of €39.5 billion and consolidated revenues of €15.3 billion. Included in the MIB ESG index, the company 
has also been part of the Dow Jones Sustainability Indices (DJSI) since 2010. 
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