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PRESS RELEASE 

 
 

Leonardo’s VIP/corporate helicopter fleet set to grow in Europe with new orders 
announced at EBACE 2022  
 
Orders for six helicopters in UK, Germany and Italy, including three AW109 GrandNew, one AW109 
Trekker and two AW139s, with deliveries in 2022 and 2023  
 
With a 45% share over the last ten years, Leonardo is the world leader in the twin-engine 
VIP/corporate helicopter market 
 
Over 900 VIP helicopters in service worldwide today, 35% of them based in Europe, the world’s 
largest commercial helicopter market 
 
EBACE 2022 marks the first exhibition introducing the new Agusta VIP brand with initial services 
 
Rome, 23/05/2022 – Leonardo’s leadership in the world’s VIP/corporate multiengine helicopter market 
continues to grow with new orders announced today at EBACE 2022 (Geneva 23-25 May), including three 
AW109 GrandNew light twin, one AW109 Trekker and two AW139 intermediate twin helicopters with 
deliveries in UK, Italy and Germany in 2022 and 2023.  
 
Official distributor for UK & Ireland Sloane Helicopters ordered three AW109 GrandNew with deliveries 
expected in the second half of 2023, adding to the three aircraft of the same model purchased in early March. 
Leonardo has a long-established presence as the number one manufacturer of multi-engine VIP helicopters 
in UK and Ireland. This long-term success was evidenced through the launch of the partnership with local 
company Sloane Helicopters in 1995, which became the sole distributor of Leonardo VIP/corporate 
helicopter in the UK and Ireland. Under this collaboration, more than 90 Leonardo commercial helicopters 
have been delivered to operators and private users in the UK and Ireland.   
 
Jeremy Awenat, Managing Director Sloane Helicopter, said “We are very proud to have been Leonardo’s 
UK and Ireland Distributor and Service Centre for the past 27 years, with a close partnership that is further 
strengthening.  Sloane is focussed on delivering 12 new aircraft to our customers in the next 18 month 
period, consolidating Leonardo’s position as the leading helicopter manufacturer in the VIP/corporate 
market.” 

 
This latest contract confirms the success of the AW109 series in the region as Leonardo and Sloane promote 
the recent launch of the new Agusta VIP brand in the region, also presented at Punchestown Festival in 
Ireland. The AW109 GrandNew success is evidenced by the introduction of a brand new aircraft into the 
Saxonair fleet under an agreement with Sloane and announced at EBACE, further strengthening its charter 
operations already carried out with GrandNew and AW119Kx aircraft. Established in 2007 and 
headquartered in Norwich, Saxonair is a prime player in the delivery of aircraft and helicopter charter 
services in UK and Europe. Nearly 260 AW109 GrandNew light twins have been ordered in the global market 
out of a total of over 1700 AW109 series units sold in years for all missions, confirming the AW109 as the 
most popular aircraft in its class thanks to unmatched performance, cabin space and technology. One 
AW109 Trekker in VIP configuration has recently been sold to a private operator in Germany marking the 
introduction of this model in this country, with delivery planned at the end of this year.  
 
The bestselling AW139 continues to expand its presence in the European VIP/corporate market. Two private 
operators, one in Germany and one in Italy, have placed orders for one AW139 each with deliveries expected 
by early 2023. The German order marks the entrance of the type in the national VIP/corporate market 
following the success of this model for other applications in Germany. The order in Italy grows the presence 
of the AW139 in the country also for this application adding to a fleet of more than 40 VIP twin engine 
helicopters of various models also including the AW109 series and the AW169, confirming Leonardo’s 
leadership in the Italian VIP/corporate multiengine market. Moreover, an AW139 has recently been delivered 
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to Alan Allmann Associates in France, based at Issy les Moulineaux Heliport. Alan Allman Associates is an 
ecosystem of consulting firms specialised in digital transformation. With offices in Europe and North 
America, its companies are divided into three areas of expertise: High Tech, Industrial Transformation & 
Strategy.  
 
There are approximately 150 AW139s performing private transport, charter and scheduled services, 
VVIP/Government transport globally today. Operators leverage outstanding performance in all environments 
with long range/higher payload, the most spacious, unobstructed cabin in the intermediate category allowing 
modularity and a number of tailored layout solutions for seating and equipment, latest certification and safety 
standards and advanced navigation technology.   
 
With a 45% share over the last ten years, Leonardo is the world leader in the twin-engine VIP/corporate 
helicopter market including private, charter and VVIP/Government transport services, thanks to the most 
modern and largest product range featuring state-of-art avionic and navigation systems along with class 
leading performance, safety and comfort standards. More than 900 Leonardo VIP/corporate helicopters are 
flying today globally, over 35% of which based in Europe, the world’s largest commercial helicopter market. 
Based on the company’s long-established and distinctive design, technology and service philosophy and 
values in the executive transport sphere, Leonardo recently launched the Agusta brand to embody its unique 
experience and excellence for future VIP market initiatives. EBACE also marks the first aviation exhibition 
where the new Agusta brand is introduced combined with a range of new VIP-related services.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Leonardo, a global high-technology company, is among the top world players in Aerospace, Defense and Security and Italy’s main industrial company. Organized 
into five business divisions, Leonardo has a significant industrial presence in Italy, the United Kingdom, Poland and the USA, where it also operates through 
subsidiaries that include Leonardo DRS (defense electronics), and joint ventures and partnerships: ATR, MBDA, Telespazio, Thales Alenia Space and Avio. 
Leonardo competes in the most important international markets by leveraging its areas of technological and product leadership (Helicopters, Aircraft, 
Aerostructures, Electronics, Cyber & Security Solutions and Space). Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), in 2020 Leonardo recorded consolidated revenues 
of €13.4 billion and invested €1.6 billion in Research and Development. The company has been part of the Dow Jones Sustainability Indices (DJSI) since 2010 
and has been confirmed among the global sustainability leaders in 2021. Leonardo is also included in the MIB ESG index. 
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