
 

 

 

Leonardo is among the top ten global players in Aerospace, Defence and Security and Italy’s main industrial company. As a single entity from 
January 2016, organised into seven business divisions (Helicopters; Aircraft; Aero-structures; Airborne & Space Systems; Land & Naval 
Defence Electronics; Defence Systems; Security & Information Systems), Leonardo operates in the most competitive international markets by 
leveraging its areas of technology and product leadership. Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), at 31 December 2016 Leonardo recorded 
consolidated revenues of 12 billion Euros and has a significant industrial presence in Italy, the UK, the U.S. and Poland.  
 

  
 
 
 

Leonardo to provide ‘drones as a service’ surveillance for civilian missions 

 
 

 Leonardo has carried out missions for years using its Falco family of remotely-piloted air 
systems, providing surveillance data to customers  
 

 Partnering with a certified air operator is the next step towards the company being able to fly 
RPAS over civil airspace to collect surveillance data, allowing for a range of new missions  
 

 Missions will include environmental monitoring, firefighting, humanitarian surveillance, 
migration flows, emergency response and border control  

 
 

Le Bourget (Paris), 20 June 2017 – Leonardo has partnered with the certified air operator Heli Protection 

Europe (HPE) to offer surveillance and reconnaissance services via the operation of remotely piloted air 

vehicles (RPAS) on behalf of civil customers such as police and emergency responders. Leonardo aims 

to provide services that involve the gathering and management of data for missions such as firefighting, 

environmental monitoring, migration flows, humanitarian relief and border control. The announcement 

was made at Paris Air Show. 

 

The partnership is a move towards being able to operate aircraft like the company’s Falco safely in ‘non-

segregated’ or civil airspace, allowing Leonardo to bring its ‘drones as a service’ model to a new set of 

missions. Falco aircraft can carry payloads such as electro-optical and infrared sensors, radars and 

hyperspectral cameras, making them well suited to missions including the monitoring of landslides, fires 

and oil spills and for modern farming techniques.  

 

Leonardo has provided surveillance and imagery services via the operation of its own fleet of Falco 

RPAS on behalf of customers for a number of years, including for the United Nations for its MONUSCO 

peacekeeping mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). Under Leonardo’s surveillance 

contracts, as well as designing, manufacturing and maintaining the remotely-piloted aircraft, the 

company’s pilots and payload operators actually conduct the missions, providing and where required 

interpreting surveillance data for the customer.  

 

By operating with HPE as a certified air operator, Leonardo will demonstrate that its Falco RPAS can, in 

accordance with HPE’s safety management system and guidelines from international authorities, safely 

carry out critical operations. The implementation of a safety management system will go towards 

meeting the requirements of international authorities and customers for reduced risk and compliance 

with stringent safety standards.  

 


