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Finmeccanica to provide communications for new Australian PC-21 
trainers 

 
 

• The deal with Pilatus Aircraft Ltd will equip 49 PC-21 aircraft 
 
• The end user is the Australian Defence Force. The systems will be used as part of the ADF’s 

Project Air 5428, the fixed-wing pilot training system 
 
• The RT-700/A systems will provide secure voice and data communications 

 
 

Singapore, 18 February 2016 – Finmeccanica, through its Airborne and Space Systems division, has 
been awarded a contract by Pilatus Aircraft Ltd. to provide airborne communications for the 49 PC-21 
turboprop trainers recently acquired by the Australian Defence Force.  
The contract is the latest in a long-term partnership between the company and Pilatus Aircraft. The 
Swiss corporation has previously chosen Finmeccanica to equip PC-21 aircraft for use by Switzerland, 
Singapore, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar and Saudi Arabia. 
 
Designated RT-700/A, the new systems will provide voice and data communications in a small and 
lightweight package. An ETSO-certified (European Technical Standard Order) military system, RT-
700/A is able to communicate in the 30-470MHz range and can transmit and receive securely when 
connected to an external encryption unit.  
 
Finmeccanica’s relationship with Australia is also long-standing. The company’s surveillance and 
information management system is on-board ten Customs Coastwatch maritime surveillance aircraft, 
helping secure Australia’s shore and territorial waters. In a recent contract, Finmeccanica’s Seaspray 
5000E radar was chosen to provide airborne search and rescue services for the Australian Maritime 
Safety Authority.  
Meanwhile, the company’s TETRA networks and ATEX terminals ensure safe communications for 
Australia’s transportation, mining and oil & gas industries. 
 
In the defence domain, Finmeccanica has supplied Australia with a wide variety of technology including 
13,000 Personal Role Radios to enhance soldiers’ front line communications, Guardian counter-IED 
systems to protect troops and driver’s night vision systems for 24/7 vehicular operations. The company 
is currently working to provide modernised communications systems for the Royal Australian Navy’s 
eight ANZAC-Class frigates as part of the SEA1442 Phase 4 programme.  

 
 
Finmeccanica is among the top ten global players in Aerospace, Defence and Security and Italy’s main industrial company. As a single 
entity from January 2016, organised into business Divisions (Helicopters; Aircraft; Aero-structures; Airborne & Space Systems; Land & 
Naval Defence Electronics; Defence Systems; Security & Information Systems), Finmeccanica operates in the most competitive 
international markets by leveraging its areas of technology and product leadership. Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (FNC IM; 
SIFI.MI), at 31 December 2014, Finmeccanica recorded restated consolidated revenues of 12.8 billion Euros and has a significant 
industrial presence in Italy, the UK and the U.S. 
 
 

 

Note: 
Following the process of the reorganisation of the Finmeccanica Group’s companies, it should be noted that from January 1st 
2016: the “Helicopter Division” has absorbed the activities of AgustaWestland; the “Aircraft Division” has absorbed part of the 
activities of Alenia Aermacchi; the “Aero-structures Division” has absorbed part of the activities of Alenia Aermacchi; the 
“Airborne & Space Systems Division” has absorbed part of the activities of Selex ES; the “Land & Naval Defence Electronics 
Division” has absorbed part of the activities of Selex ES; the “Security & Information Systems Division” has absorbed part of the 
activities of Selex ES; the “Defence Systems Division” has absorbed the activities of OTO Melara and WASS. 
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